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SUBJECT: GVN- PRG BILATERAL TALKS: PRESS CONFERENCES, MARCH 26 

1. (SUMMARY) IN PRESS CONFERENCES AFTERNOON MARCH 26, SPOKESMEN FOR 
GVN AND PRG INDICATED THAT NO PROGRESS WAS ACHIEVED IN THIRD PLENARY 
SESSION OF BILATERAL TALKS. DAN FOR GVN SAID THAT ALL ATTEMPTS TO 
INITIATE NON- POLEMICAL DISCUSSION OF AGENDA WERE REBUFFED BY PRG, 
WHICH CONCENTRATED ITS FIRE TODAY ON SUSPENSION OF US TROOP WITH- 
DRAWAL. PRG SPOKESMAN SAU BLAMED LACK OF PROGRESS ON GVN REFUSAL 
TO DISCUSS QUESTION OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES. FOURTH PLENARY WILL 
TAKE PLACE MARCH 30. ( END SUMMARY) 

2. GVN BRIEFING: DAN NOTED THAT GVN DELEGATE VIEN AGAIN PRESENTED 
GVN VIEWS AS TO AGENDA PRIORITIES, I. E. DISCUSSION OF ELECTIONS, 

NCNRC, AND WITHDRAWAL/ DEMOBILIZATION OF TROOPS. WITH RESPECT TO 
LATTER, HE SAID PARIS AGREEMENT " RECOGNIZED" PRESENCE OF NVA IN 
SVN, PRESENCE INIMICAL TO BOTH SELF- DETERMINATION AND PEACE. PRG, 

SAID DAN, FOCUSSED ON PW/ TROOP WITHDRAWAL IMBROGLIO TO EXCLUSION 
OF MERE R El .EVENT DISCUSSION. DAN SAID GVN VIEW IS THAT QUESTION 

OF PW' S IN LAOS, AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO TROOP WITHDRAWAL, WAS 
RESULT OF DIRECT US- DRV NEGOTIATIONS AND TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES 
WERE THEREFORE NOT COMPETENT TO DISCUSS IT. WITH RESPECT TO NVA 
PRESENCE IN SVN, DAN SIAD THAT VIEN INVITED PRG TO SUBSCRIBE TO A 
JOINT RESOLUTION CALLING FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FOREIGN FORCES, 
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3. IN Q AND A PERIOD, DAN ELABORATED ON GVN VIEWS RE NVA TROOPS 

IN THE SOUTH, SEPARATENESS OF TWO VIET- NAMS, AND OBLIGATION OF DRV 
TO WITHDRAW ITS FORCES. HE ALSO FOUND OCCASION TO PROVIDE 
EXHAUSTIVE LISTING OF COMMUNIST CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS, AND PARRIED 
COMMUNIST ( HUMANITE) CORRESPONDENT' S HECKLING ON SUBJECT OF DEMO- 
CRATIC FREEDOMS IN SVN. 

4. PRG BRIEFING: SAU BEGAN WITH HIS OWN EXHAUSTIVE CATALOGUE OF 
ALLEGED US AND GVN VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT, CITING VNAF 
SORTIE RATES, ' PHOENIX" OPERATIONS, DETENTION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, 
AND SUSPENSION OF US TROOP WITHDRAWAL. HE BLASTED GVN REFUSAL TO 
DISCUSS QUESTION OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES AND GVN DENIAL OF SAME TO 
ITS CITIZENS. HE SAID THAT IN RESPONSE TO VIEN' S SUGGESTED JOINT 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR WITHDRAWAL OF FOREIGN FORCES, HIEU HAD OFFERED 
A RESOLUTION REFERRING SPECIFICALLY AND SOLELY TO US TROOPS, IN 
KEEPING WITH " CORRECT" INTERPRETATION OF AGREEMENT. SAU CON- 
CLUDED BY WARNING OF " EXTREMELY GRAVE" SITUATION DEVELOPING IN SVN 
AS RESULT OF US AND GVN ACTIONS. 

5. DURING Q AND A, SAU WAS PRESSED INSISTENTLY AS TO PRG RATIONALE 
FOR REFUSING TO ADDRESS QUESTION OF WITHDRAWAL/ DEMOBILIZATION OF 
FORCES, SINCE ARTICLE 13 OF AGREEMENT CLEARLY PLACES DEMOBILIZATION 
ASPECT OF THIS WITHIN COMPETENCE OF BIPARTITE TALKS. SAU OFFERED 
STANDARD THEOLOGY WITH RESPECT TO NVA TROOPS ( NOBODY HERE BUT US 
PLAF, VIETNAMESE CAN DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY ANYWHERE ON NATIONAL SOIL, 
ETC.). AS FOR QUESTION OF DEMOBILIZATION, SAU FINALLY ADMITTED THAT 

IT WAS LEGITIMATE TOPIC FOR BIPARTITE DISCUSSION, BUT REPEATED PRG 
VIEW THAT IT CAN BE TAKEN UP ONLY AFTER MORE URGENT MATTERS ARE 
RESOLVED. DECON 3/22/74. 

ISHAM 
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